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ÒThe BibleÓ of California sportsmen, Western Outdoor News is in its 57th year of providing
weekly reports and features on every lake, landing, hunting area, stream and river from the
Oregon border to the tip of Baja. Our legion of local writers and outdoorsmen are dedicated to

accurate reports, conservation, and keeping up with the latest in laws, new
products and techniques. It pays to be on the WON team because our 
advertising partners depend on us to get the word out. We move product at 
the retail level. 

In addition to our weekly North and South Editions, readers can find daily
information on their favorite waters and hunting areas on WONews.com. We
report the news, but we also promote the outdoor lifestyle. WON provides 
readers and advertisers more than 43 special supplements that zero in on the
sweet new tackle, boats, travel destinations and tournaments, many of them
our own. In addition to supporting and covering dozens of tournaments and
events in Mexico and the West like San DiegoÕs Make-A-Wish, we host our own
events. WeÕre the home of WON BASS, the biggest bass circuit in the West, with
14 regions and over 100 tournaments, seven of them featuring the top pros in
regional battles, with the circuit culminating at the U.S. Open at Lake Mead. 

ThatÕs pretty amazing in itself, but we also offer events to thousands of
anglers. The WON/ Yamaha Catalina Island White Seabass Tournament, the

the 27th annual Lake Havasu Striper Derby, and the 7th annual Big Bear TroutfesT, the
third annual Irvine LakeÕs Southern California Trout Opener and the largest big-money
Tuna Tournament in the world, the 13th annual WON/Yamaha Los Cabos Tuna Jackpot.

Bottom line, WONÕs readers are like us: They donÕt talk about fishing and hunting, 
they do it, and they depend on us. 
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A kid•s
tale
First gobbler
hunt a winner,

See p14

DIAMOND STANDARD:
The lake may be relatively young,
but it•s prolific, as Jesse Mena
scored a record 33.27 pounder, p6

SIERRA UPDATE:
Just days before this Saturday•s
Eastern Sierra Trout opener, WON
takes a look at lake conditions, p1

JOHN GOBERT, THE OVERALL WINNER of the WON
Southern California Trout Opener at Irvine Lake on
Saturday, shows off his 12.03-pound trout. His wife
Catherine also won the women•s division with a 3.71
pounder for a clean, family sweep. More than 750 anglers
competed in the second annual event. See page 1 for
more. WON PHOTO BY  BILL EGAN

GETTIN• BUSY„ A Saturday trip
aboard the Options turned up 5 white
seabass. Pictured, from left, are Stew
Suenaga, Raul Hingosa, Bob Elliot,
Geoff Taylor and Ken Blaustein.
Captain Tino Valantine looks on in the
background. 

WON PHOTO BY BRANDON HAYWARD 

SoCal Trout
Opener at
Irvine Lake
draws over
700 anglers

SoCal Trout
Opener at
Irvine Lake
draws over
700 anglers
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$165$225SHARK
FISHING with fly gear in theBay can be greatfun, see letter p 4

HUGE SCHOOLS OFSTRIPED BASS!Limits of stripers in notime as the fish have piledup off beaches from  Capitola to Monterey, p1
NEW MELONES KOKANEE:
It's true about NewMelones kokanee: they'rebig, plentiful and fun tocatch, p1

SUMMER PIGSARE EASY!
Go where the pigsgo when huntingthem in summer:to the water &food, p30

WON'S ANNUALShoot in g and Hunti ngGuid e is  in sid e!

171‡2-LB. RAINBOW  topples oldLake M cSw ain lake record, p1

SUMMER HOG huntingcan be better than anyother time, p1

ALBACORE ANDsome bluefin arebeing caught off-shore when the con-ditions are good, and itall began around July 4when Maury Hatchwent out aboard a 26-foot Glacier Bay Catfor albacore. Theyfound them 65 milesout at the GuideSeamount, and land-ed 19, including 6from 10 to 20pounds for 7-year-old Miguel Cory,son of the skipper,Capt. Dave Cory.
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$165$2252010
Kayakers
kickoff
New products
revealed, See p18

TARGET VARMINTS:
Bag •em before green
grass grows too tall!, p10

TRIBUTE TO HALLS :
10 years after his passing,
Fred Hall•s impact on the 
industry still resonates, p1

TROUT PLANTS?:
Kern is safe, but other
key waters still at risk, p1

TAG-TEAM TROUT „
Travis Poper was fishing
the Menifee Lakes when
he hooked this personal-
best rainbow trout. The
fish bit a pink Power
Trout Worm about 15
feet from shore on
Poper•s final cast of the
day. He wasted no time in
handing the fish off to his
nephew Dylan, but the
fish wore the kid out
after a while and Poper
had to finish off the bat-
tle. •I don•t know who
was more excited, me or
the kid!Ž Poper
exclaimed. 

LOCAL
CROAKERS!

LOCAL ONLY „ The local coastline
gave up some shots at white seabass
for private boaters in the right places
at the right times last week. Gene
Wessel was in prime position on Tim
Husband•s Parker while fishing
above Oceanside last week when this
41-pound white seabass inhaled his
two squid „ one live, one dead „
fished on a 7/0 Owner Aki twist hook
and a heavy sliding sinker. The com-
plete story is in this week•s WON. WON

Photo by Brandon Hayward

WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS:
The nationÕs biggest weekly fishing and hunting
newspaper and an online force at WONews.com
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JANUARY
1/7/11 Western Houseboat Vacation Guide

1/14/11 ISE Sacramento

1/14/11 Bass Boat Review

1/21/11 WON Bass

1/28/11 New Products Illustrated

FEBRUARY
2/4/11 Kernville Guide

2/11/11 So.Cal Trout Opener @ Irvine Lake.

2/18/11 WON Bass

2/25/11

MARCH
3/4/11 Fred Hall Long Beach Preview

3/11/11 Fred Hall Long Beach Program

3/11/11 WON Bass

3/18/11 Fred Hall Del Mar Preview /Program

3/25/11 Lake Havasu Striper Derby Preview & Travel Guide

APRIL
4/1/11 Yamaha Catalina Seabass Preview

4/8/11 Trailer Boating, 2010

4/15/11 WON Bass

4/15/11 Eastern Sierra Preview

4/22/11

4/29/11 Baja Guide to Sportsmans Paradise 

MAY
5/6/11 Trailer Boating, 2010

5/13/11 WON Bass

5/20/11 Summer Saltwater Preview

5/27/11 California Lakes Guide

Turners/Rahauge's Shooting Sports Fair

JUNE
6/3/11 Mono County Fishing Guide

6/10/11 WON Bass, U.S. Open Preview

Turners Fathers Day Flier, (16pg insert only)

6/17/11 Trailer Boating, 2010

6/24/11 California Sportboat Guide

JULY
7/1/11 Big Bear Troutfest

7/8/11

7/15/11 U.S.Open Program

7/22/11

7/29/11 California Hunting & Shooting Guide

AUGUST
8/5/11 San Diego Make-a-Wish Tuna Challenge

8/12/11 U.S.Open Review

8/19/11 Los Cabos Tuna Jackpot Preview

8/26/11 Sierra's Fall Fishing & Hunting Guide

SEPTEMBER
9/2/11

9/9/11

9/16/11 WON Bass

9/23/11 Holiday/New Products Gift Guide (production/print)

9/30/11 Long Range Season Preview & Gear Guide

OCTOBER
10/7/11 WON Bass

10/14/11

10/21/11

10/28/11

NOVEMBER
11/4/11 WON Bass

Holiday/New Products Gift Guide (insert)

11/11/11 Anglers Marine Bass-a-thon

11/18/11 Los Cabos Tuna Jackpot Review 

11/25/11

DECEMBER
12/2/11

12/9/11

12/16/11 WON Bass

12/23/11

12/30/11

WON Supplement Editorial Calendar 2011

CIRCULATION TOTAL AUDIENCE PUBLISHED
65,980 131,960 (2.0 readers/copy) 52X Per year with 43 

special supplements

CLOSING DATES: WON - 12 noon Wed. 9 days prior to publication date.
Supplements - 12 noon Mon. 11 days prior to publication date
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Readers can get all of the information on their
favorite waters and hunting areas on

WONews.com. In less than one year the site has
grown to become the most popular site catering to
both California’s fishermen and hunter’s. Featuring
manufacturer’s product reviews, current reports,
opinion blog’s by industry experts and access to
WON’s charters and tournaments, WONews.com is
the website for California’s active sportsmen. 

Readers are out there hunting and fishing, and
it’s easy for them submit reports — and read fellow

sportsman’s reports, from not just the West Coast
but from all over the world. Our newspaper has
always been the clearinghouse on what’s hot, but
now fishing and hunting enthusiasts can get it
daily. The albacore bite just went off? We’ve got it!
A 1,000-pound marlin caught off Cabo? We’re on
it! A world record buck taken? It’s right there at
WONews.com.

As an advertiser on WONews.com you’ll reach
active, enthusiastic and engaged sportsmen. It’s
where you want to be on the internet.

The on-line resource for active sportsmen!



2011 WON BASS Tournament Trail
WON BASS is one of the oldest and most respected tournament organizations in the United States. Since
the late 70’s WON BASS has acted as a breeding ground for local and national talent. The ranks of WON
BASS read like a “Who’s Who” in tournament bass fishing. Using a unique “Shared Weight Format”, WON
BASS offers a number of professional and amateur level events with over 100 tournaments per year to chose

from. Additionally, WON BASS is supported by its own monthly publication which is inserted within
Western Outdoor News.

■ WON BASS CIRCUIT – Consisting of six 2-day events in an Northern and Southern region, the WON BASS
circuit typically runs a January through June schedule which attracts local and nationally recognized bass
anglers. With an entry fee of $500 for Pro and $225 for AAA anglers, the WON BASS circuit has become
known as the “working man’s circuit” due to its affordability in today’s economy. Anglers typically compete
for a fully rigged bass boat and other cash prizes at each of these WON BASS circuit events. 

■ WON BASS U.S. OPEN – This is the grand-daddy event in West Coast Bass Fishing. Started in 1981, the U.S.
Open was the first big money bass tournament. Now entering its 28th year, the 3-day U.S. Open is widely rec-
ognized as the toughest competition in all of professional bass fishing. With an overall payback worth hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, the U.S. Open attracts anglers from Japan, Australia, Mexico, and the United
States to complete for a first place pro prize of over $100,000. Entry fee for the U.S. Open is $1,600 for Pro
anglers and $600 for AAA anglers. 

■ WON BASS TEAM EVENTS – With 14 regions encompassing the Western United States, the WON BASS
Teams circuit offers nearly 100 single day competitions, which lead to the year end team championship fish-
offs. These team events also act as a springboard for anglers to advance up into the WON BASS Pro circuit.
Entry fees for WON BASS Team events start at $120 and with various side pot options available for anglers.
Thousands of teams compete annually in the WON BASS Teams regions for cash paybacks running in the

thousands. 

28th Annual Lake Havasu Striper Derby
The largest Striped Bass tournament of its kind in the Western United States, the WON Lake Havasu

Striper Derby has drawn 18,000 teams to the shores of Lake Havasu during its 27 year tenure. This 2-day
team tournament is ideally suited for families and the grass roots level angler. Awards are presented to the top
15 teams with special awards given in Father-son, Father- Daughter, and Husband-Wife division. Fun in the
sun is what the Striper Derby is all about with Weekend events including a beach party with live band, bar-b-
cue, and casting contest. The tournament concludes on Sunday afternoon with the awards ceremony and
grand prize drawing for a new boat & motor package going to one lucky contestant. 

The Largest, Most Professional Tournaments  
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Lake Havasu City, Arizona

Striper
Striper
Striper

DerbyDerby



 and Outdoor Events Company in the West.
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7th Annual WON – Big Bear Lake October TroutfesT
The largest trout fishing event held at Big Bear Lake bar none! Attracting a full field of 1,000 anglers from

all over Southern California, the scenic alpine backdrop of this venue makes for the perfect location for a
fishing event. The TroutfesT is a 2-day grass roots level event designed to be fun for all members of the fami-

ly. Anglers compete and win prizes in 4 categories – Adult Male, Adult Female, Junior Male, and Junior
Female.  Thousands in cash and prizes including the grand raffle prize of a boat and motor package are awarded

during this event. On top of all this, tagged fish worth $80,000 are planted in the waters of Big Bear prior to the
TroutfesT. In the past 6 years, the TroutfesT has given back over $63,000 to the Big Bear Municipal Water District specif-

ically for fisheries enhancement on Big Bear Lake. The economical entry fee of $75 for adults and $50 for kids
keep them coming back year after year to this WON event.

3rd Annual Irvine Lake Southern California Trout Opener
Geared towards the angler who wants to stay local to do his fishing, The Irvine Lake Trout Opener drew

more than 700 anglers in only its second year. Designed for the casual angler, the 2011 Irvine Lake SoCal
Trout Opener will award prizes not only for tagged fish, but in four angling divisions as well. Anglers com-

peting in Adult Male, Adult Female, Junior Male, and Junior Female categories can fish from shore, boat,
kayak, or float tube in an attempt to win a bevy of prizes. All anglers have a chance at winning as prizes not awarded
to tagged fish will roll over into a general raffle. The Irvine Lake SoCal Trout Opener finishes off with a grand raffle

prize for a new boat & motor package. A nominal $40 entry fee ensures maximum participation from fish-
ermen and maximum exposure for event sponsors. 

2011 Yamaha/WON Catalina Seabass Jackpot Championship
Slated for May each year, the Catalina Jackpot is based out of Two Harbors on beautiful Catalina Island.
Kicking off the saltwater season, the Catalina Seabass Jackpot is an extended single day event in which

teams of up to six anglers target white seabass, yellowtail, and halibut. Optional cash jackpots add to the
fun and payback of this popular saltwater tournament. 

13TH Annual Los Cabos Tuna Jackpot
The granddaddy of all west coast tuna events, the Western Outdoor News Los Cabos Tuna Jackpot has

awarded millions of dollars in cash and prizes to its thousands of participants over the past decade.
Heading into its 13th year, the Los Cabos Tuna Jackpot is part party, part tournament with the town
of Los Cabos as the venue backdrop. Scheduled for the first week each November, the Los Cabos
Tuna Jackpot boasts more than 100 teams of up to four anglers who pursue tuna, wahoo, and dorado

over the course of this two-day tournament. Optional side jackpots up to $10,000 are available for
those who feel lucky. With over $600,000 in cash and prizes, the Los Cabos Tuna Jackpot is the richest

tournament of its kind. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

O P E N E RO P E N E RO P E N E RO P E N E RO P E N E R

April 17 20 e Lake, CA
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If a trigger is pulled, an arrow is nocked or a cloud
of blue smoke from a muzzleloader can be seen,

you can be assured that Western Outdoor News is
reporting on it. 

With 56 years of experience in the
fields and hills and marshes of
California — and even Baja, surround-
ing western states and Texas — our 

writers live the experience and talk
about it in words that other hunters
understand. 

We shoot the guns, use the shells,
pull back the bows and outfit with

the very latest to keep our readers
up-to-date on where to go, what to
use, what works best and how to

get the most out of your hunt-
ing day. You want hunters

who buy? We have them! 

The Nation’s Biggest Weekly Fishing and Hunting Newspaper

Volume 55, Number 9/March 2, 2007
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$225
Alaskan
Experiencescaters to the predator in us all p8WILL ANGLERS LOSE CRUCIAL SPOT ON PFMC? SEE 37

— MAPPED —Lake Pardee

NOR CAL EDITION

JOHN WILSON OF Citrus Heights
accomplished quite a feat by using
a bow to take this monster tule elk
during the Owens Valley archery
elk hunt on Nov. 4. There were
only 2 tags for bulls issued for the
hunt date, and Wilson was one of
the lucky ones. Look inside for the
entire story on taking the bull.
Also inside you’ll find all you want
to know about this week’s fishing
and hunting in California. 
GUIDE RANDY BUFFINGTON
took out “Carolyn” for her 9-
pound, wild American River steel-
head on Feb. 2, finding the nice
fish at Gristmill. The fish hit a
nightcrawler on a Jet Diver.

PROMISING BITE:Two weeks into salmonseason, prospects lookgreat for long term, p1
WHOPPER AFTERWHOPPER:

San Pablo Reservoircranks out 63 trout over5 lbs. in first week, p1
SMITH STEELIES:Guides report a river inperfect condition andsteadily producing, p7

ANGLERS BEWARE:New sturgie regs, p33

California’s only weekly newspaper 
for hunters and sportsmen.

Steve Comus’ col-
umn on new guns
and ammo appears
bi-weekly in WON

The Nation’s Biggest Weekly Fishing and Hunting Newspaper

Volume 54, Number 47/November 24, 2006
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$165$225

Northwest rivers,
beckon winter
steelheaders, p5

DEEP HOLE GIVES UP 10-POUND CALICO BASS/P45
— MAPPED —
Lake Casitas

HIGH DESERT HUNT CLUB HARVEST — WON sub-
scriber Kurtis Dent and his pointer Merc (named after
the outboard engine) had a fantastic day shooting
upland birds at the High Desert Hunt Club Nov. 3. Kurtis
was aided by his guide David Elms and 3 pointers.
NOW’S THE TIME for steelhead. If you can catch the
rivers after a good storm when they’re dropping out
and clearing, you can find good action on steelhead in
the Klamath/Trinity rivers. Sacramento River fishing
guide Mike Bogue spent a day on the Trinity River and
caught and released this 30-inch wild steelie while
field testing P-Line’s new Halo Fluorocarbon. The fish
bit a small piece of roe fished under a float with 8-
pound fluorocarbon. 

NEW ARRIVALS:
Numbers of puddle
ducks arrive early at
San Jacinto refuge, p20

SPECIAL SECTION:
Fisherman’s Landing
hosts fourth annual
Tackle Day, p31

STRIPERS REIGN:
Diamond Valley gets
busy with linesiders up
to 19.43 pounds, p1

SNARL AT SARL?
Expect big fish and big
crowds for opener, p14

SO CAL EDITION

Common cure for cabin fever!
The Nation’s Biggest Weekly Fishing and Hunting Newspaper

Volume 55, Number 14/April 6, 2007

C A L I F O R N I A’ S  O N LY S P O R T S M A N ’ S  W E E K LY

$165$225Jackpot Series detailed28-page
supplementdetails Catalinaand three othereventsWHITE SEABASS GO ON THE CHEW AT SANTA ROSA

— MAPPED —Hesperia Lake

‘CATCHY’ THRESHER — Kevin Mattson
fished last week off Newport with friend Ian
Winterbothm on Ian’s Parker sportfisher and
hooked — and released — this fish on a red
and pink Catchy Tackle spinner/mackerel
combo. “It’s not a real big one, about 150
pounds, but the  photo came out nice,” said
Mattson. “It was a beautiful day on the
water. I fished an Accurate 50 with 100-
pound Maxima on a G-Usa rod.

TURKEY OPENER:Action on the gobblerswas deemed excellent, p1
SIERRA WATERS WARM:With April 28 opener onthe agenda, some anglersgetting a head start, p6

NO FOOLIN’ AROUND:Zack Thompson capturesDelta bass title April 1with 49.49 pounds, p1
RECREATIONAL FISHINGCOMING TOGETHER:Fishing, conservationgroups pooling resourcesto defend rights, p24

SO CAL EDITION

TROPHY OPENING DAY GOBBLER —
Dean Demers of Lake Forest was on his
first turkey hunt and teamed up with
My Country Club member Scott Stovall who did an excellent job of vocally calling this big tom to within 25 yards of the decoys. The big gobbler sported a 10 inch beard and sharp spears exceeding an inch. WON PHOTO BY JIM NIEMIEC

WON offers 52 weeks of hunting
features, zone coverage, first per-
son accounts, WON staff on-the-
spot reports, along with a column
on hunting dog training and tips.

3/4/11 Spring Turkey Outlook: A look at the numbers and top public and private lands to hunt
3/11/11 Gearing up for Your Turkey Challenge. 
5/6/11 SHOT Show Review: New shotguns/ammo.
5/13/11 SHOT Show Review: New big game rifles/ammo
5/20/11 SHOT Show Review: Latest in Optics
5/27/11 SHOT Show Review: Clothing/Accessories 
5/27/11 Turner's Shooting Sports Fair at Raahauge's
6/17/11 Pigs on Parade: Beat the mid-summer heat and stick a wild boar, tactics and guides
7/15/11 Deer Season Preview
7/29/11 CA Hunting & Shooting Guide
8/12/11 Dove Season Preview
9/2/11 Hunting mountain quail during the early season
9/9/11 Waterfowl: Preview of season
9/16/11 Waterfowl: Gearing up with newest shotguns, ammo, clothing, waders, decoys.
10/21/11 Targeting ducks during the November doldrums
10/28/11 Big game hunting: Prospects for season, sidebars on popular calibers, copper bullets, scopes, boots.
11/4/11 Upland Game tactical gear, boots, ammo, vests, new shotguns
11/11/11 Upland Game Outlook
11/25/11 Upland Game: Where to hunt on public land, private clubs, Mexico

Editorial Calendar Highlights 2011 
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Get onboard with WON Charters to hook up 
with Western Outdoor News readers and the worlds

largest sportfishing fleet! 
• With more than twelve WON Charters

scheduled for 2011 you can sample your
product to our active readers – your
customers, while on the water in the 
ultimate field test environment.

• Connect with the West Coast’s most
knowledgeable charter boat captains.

• Feature stories & sponsors press covering
every trip in Western Outdoor News and
on WONews.com.

• Year round promotion for all WON
Charters in the pages of Western Outdoor
News and on-line at WONews.com.

All this adds up to WON Charters being trips that sportboat
operators, anglers and sponsors want to be a part of. For more
information on the program, contact Chuck Buhagiar, WON’s
Director of Sales and Marketing, at (949) 366-0030, ext. 34. 

WON covers the best events in the west!
Lake Isabella Trout Derby

Held in March, the Lake Isabella Trout Derby is the largest
amateur trout derby in the country. 2010 was the derbies
21st year and a whopping 8,900 anglers participated in the
event. Over 200,000 dollars in cash and prizes is awarded
for this great family event. Lake Isabella is one of
California’s premier fishing lakes and is nestled in the
beautiful Kern River Valley. For many years, Western

Outdoor News has published a very
successful recreational guide for Kern
River Valley and Lake Isabella,
which helps promote the derby. 

San Diego Make-A-Wish Tuna Challenge 

The West Coast’s single largest saltwater event. Held in
September with nearly 200 teams and 1,300 people in
attendance at last year’s awards banquet, this is a must-
attend event. 
Western Outdoor
News has always
supported this 
worthy event and
will be lending a
hand again in 2011.
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■ Meet the editors
PAT MCDONELL:
As the editorial director of Western
Outdoors Publications for 26 years, Pat
McDonell has fished and hunted all over
the world, from Brazil’s famed peacock
bass waters to Alaska’s steelhead and
salmion waters. A graduate of San Diego
State University in Journalism, he coor-
dinates the staffs of the weekly newspa-
per and magazine. An avid skiff fisher-
man, he was a founding member of
United Anglers of SoCal. He also directs
the Cabo Tuna Jackpotwand Catalina
White seabass tournaments for WON.
McDonell, 56, is married with two
daughters and resides in Carlsbad. 

RICH HOLLAND: 
Senior Editor of Western Outdoor News
and editor of WON BASS, Rich Holland
brings a strong and diverse fishing back-
ground that includes two decades as
saltwater editor for the paper and a tour-
nament coverage portfolio that ranges
from bass to billfish and tuna to flyfish-
ing. “I caught my first trout when I was
four and my first bonito when I was
eight,” says Holland. “I got my first
shotgun when I was 12 years old. I can’t
decide if my favorite fish is a steelhead,
a yellowtail or a calico bass and I’m still
trying to catch a tuna over 200 pounds.
If I ever do, maybe that will be my
favorite fish.”

PAUL LEBOWITZ: 
Paul Lebowitz is WON’s respected and
nationally recognized kayak fishing
columnist and California’s Outdoor
Writer of the Year for 2009. The afford-
able and sneaky little boats are increas-
ingly popular and deadly fish catchers.
The native San Diegan who has
camped, hiked, paddled and fished his
way across the West also covers other
facets of the fresh and saltwater fishing
worlds for WON, often shining a light
on lesser-known pursuits such as
abalone diving or lobster hooping.

GARY GRAHAM: 
Gary Graham is regular Baja columnist
and feature contributor to WON and  is
well-known for his saltwater fishing
expertise. A native Californian, his
knowledge is shaped by decades of
experience.  He has mastered fishing
with fly, conventional and ultra-light
tackle, from beaches for a multitude of
species to the offshore fishing tech-
niques for billfsh.  An IGFA
Representative for Baja.  He holds a 100-
ton captain's license and boasts a long
string of tournament wins and IGFA
records in California and Baja waters. 

BILL KARR: 
Bill Karr has spent 23 years as a full time
staffer with Western Outdoors
Publications. He is now in his 20th year
as WON’s NorCal Edition editor. Karr
was raised with fishing and hunting
experiences, marsh management and
duck club ownership, bird and big game
hunting in the United States, Canada
and Mexico. He resides in Placerville
and also has a home on the East Cape
in Baja. 

BRANDON HAYWARD: 
Saltwater Editor Brandon Hayward is a
licensed captain and incorporates the
knowledge and know-how obtained as a
crewmember on San Diego Sportfishing
boats for 10 seasons to the readers of
WON. His weekly Tackle Room column
in WON talks about new gear, rigging
and trends in Southern California sport-
fishing and his 2009 book “The
Southern Califiornia Angler”  that
details sportfishing tactics is in its third
printing. 

BUD NEVILLE: 
A veteran staffer, Bud Neville has worked
for Western Outdoors Publications for
20 years covering Northern California
saltwater fishing, as well as several other
regions in California. Neville works in
broadcasting, and has been recognized
by the Outdoor Writers Association of
California for “Best Radio Report.”
Neville grew up in the Sierra foothills
and still lives there with his wife Deanna
and three children, Ryan, Desiree and
Conrad on the family’s 65-acre ranch
near Foresthill.

BRADLEY SCHWEIT: 
Western Outdoor News fresh water editor living
in Mission Beach, Bradley Schweit, has spent
the past 16 years focusing on the pursuit of
California’s prolific striped and largemouth
bass. From San Diego to Santa Barbara, and
points northward, Schweit has hit countless
fisheries, earning him the nickname,
“Freshwater Guy,” and ultimately leading to
the creation of his “Schweitwater” column
which covers the freshwater angling realm
from A to Z. Schweit currently resides in
Encinitas, California with his Labrador and
18 1⁄2-foot Champion bass boat. 




